
T here is a colour blue that is so brilliant,
you’d think it only exists in Photoshop…
until your seaplane lifts off from Malé and
you peer out at the dozens of islands dotted
below. Surrounding each is the clearest,

bluest water, inviting you in to swim with turtles,
snorkle around the clownfish (hello Nemo!), or as I did,
f loat on top, clutching a cocktail and a selfie stick.

There are thousands of islands in the Maldives, some as
tiny as a bedsit and designated for functional purposes,
others of a larger scale and put to much grander use;
playing host to some of the world’s most exciting,
indulgent holiday resorts. And as my seaplane headed
for the island of Kuramathi, the true turquoise blue of
the sea gave way to sand, lush vegetation, clubhouses

The Maldives have long been a honeymoon favourite and there are countless reasons why.
MELANIEMORRIS gets enchanted by the turquoise paradise and the sand between her toes.
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and lines of signature wooden-clad villas that hung off
the island like eyebrows, many with their own Jacuzzis
and infinity pools.

Kuramathi is the elliptical 1.2km-long island, which
as one of the Maldives’ biggest, accommodates up to
700 guests, who seem to disappear on arrival, such is the
clever design of the resort. Created to offer contemporary
luxury to visitors from all corners of the globe, everything
here performs as magnificently as it looks, from the
air conditioning to the poolside service in the many bars.

The main form of transport is by electric buggy,
buzzing up and down the island. However, most of the
time, guests are horizontal; on sun loungers, on the
beach, in the spa, in the sea or pool, or having a post-
prandial siesta. Should the urge for activity strike, there
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are plenty of options – snorkelling,
diving, watersports, gym, football,
tennis, art and lectures; there’s
a kids’ club, an eco centre and plenty
of options when it comes to excursions.
One may plan on many, but the reality is
that the relaxation tsunami will quickly hit, and
time will pass in a sun-stippled haze (although,
there’s free WiFi all over the island for those who
want to stay connected) – the perfect antidote
to the long-time craziness that weddings bring.

I don’t think there’s a “bedroom” on
Kuramathi… all accommodation is villa-style,
with each category offering plenty of unique,
charming features. Choose thatched huts,
or oversea suites; opt for a private infinity pool,
steps into the ocean, outdoor showers, indoor
designer bathrooms… Wherever you lay your
head, it will be in a massive, oversized bed and
on cool, white linen. Floor-to-ceiling windows
will reveal private views of garden, beach or
terrace; sand and sea surrounds everything.
Deliciously, you call the shots from dawn ’til dusk.

At Kuramathi, dining options are extensive.
There are 13 bars and restaurants to choose from.
On arriving, each guest is assigned a main, buffet-
style base for breakfast and meals, but other
dining options are extensive, and include Thai,
the Island BBQ, fish, Indian, sushi, light snacks
and gourmet world cuisine. There are various
inclusive packages to choose from, offering the
widest variety of dining and drinks options;
highly recommended. In each case, restaurant
food is prepared onsite (no central kitchens),
with menus packed with interest and f lavour.
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CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT The signature wooden-clad villas
at Kuramathi Island Resort; accommodation at Kuramathi
is villa-style, with a choice of features like a private infinity
pool or steps to the ocean; Kuramathi island is one of the
Maldives’ biggest and accommodates up to 700 guests;
one of Kuramathi’s Water Villas

It’s worth noting
that while honeymooners

have always had a stronghold
on the Maldives, this is a great

destination for groups of friends, or
multi-generational families looking for
the holiday of a lifetime. Kuramathi
has two-bedroom/bathroom villas,

offering generous individual
spaces with private terrace

and adjacent beach
access.
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Ocean Pool Villa

Pre- and post-drinks can be enjoyed in modern, Ibiza-
style surroundings (the Sky Bar), or over cigars and
karaoke in a more clubby environment. “Real” life
fades to insignificance very quickly.

If nerves are frazzled, time out is needed, or there’s
celebrating to be done, the Maldives is the panacea.
Kuramathi is the perfect spot, with exceptional
facilities, kind, intuitive staff, beautiful sunshine and
an overarching feeling of space. Time to catch up,
time to smile, time to exhale.

FLY IN STYLEMALÉ, THEMALDIVES CAPITAL, IS ABOUT EIGHT HOURS FROM ISTANBUL, WHICH IN TURN
IS JUST OVER THREE HOURS FROM DUBLIN. IT’S A DREAM OF A JOURNEY WITH TURKISH AIRLINES,
AS CONNECTIONS ARE EFFICIENT AND THERE’S NO COMPLICATED TRANSFERS OR TERMINAL
CHANGE IN THE MIDDLE. BUSINESS CLASS IS WORTH THE SPLURGE, WITH AN EXCELLENT, INTUITIVE
SERVICE THAT STARTS IN THE MAGNIFICENT AIRSIDE LOUNGE. IN THE SKIES, THERE’S AN ON-BOARD
CHEF, PLENTY OF STORAGE SPACE, LIE-FLAT SEATS AND BEDDING THAT COCOONS YOU INTO AN
IN-FLIGHT BURRITO. IF PLANNING THE HOLIDAY OF A LIFETIME, FLY IN A WAY THAT FOLLOWS SUIT.

THE ESSENTIALS

For resort information, see
kuramathi.com and kandolhu.com.

To book, contact Sunway Holidays
on 01 231 1841 or email
barry.hammond@sunway.ie;
or visit sunway.ie.

Kuramathi Island Resort Beach
Villas, from €2,155pp; Over Water
Villas, from €2,895pp for seven
nights, including flights, taxes
and transfers on a full board basis.
Optional basic all-inclusive package,
€59 per day; dine around select
package, €99 per day.

Kandolhu Island From €3,995pp,
Jacuzzi Beach Villa, ultimate
inclusions basis for seven nights.

Prices correct at time of print;
based on travel in May/June
2018 including flights with
Turkish Airlines and all taxes.

Round trip Economy class
Dublin-Maldives, from €748.59
including taxes; return business
class starting price for same
route, €2,166.59 including taxes.
See turkishairlines.com or
call 01 525 1849.

Baggage allowance Economy class,
30kg + 8kg hand luggage; business
class, 40kg + 16 kg for hand luggage.

Paradise found
Kuramathi’s five-star sister
Kandolhu is a 300x150 metre
island of 30 villas that can
welcome a maximum of just
70 guests at a time. This mini-
resort offers pitch-perfect luxury
with world-class facilities from
a spacious (Voya) spa and fully
resourced diving school, to four
differing dining options that range
from super-casual to ultimate
gourmet. Villa accommodation
is breathtaking, and includes
everything from a gratis private
wine cellar to GoPro cameras.
The ultimate paradise in which
to get swept up in a love bubble.

The spa at
Kuramathi
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