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Abstract 
Sustainability at Kuramathi Maldives is a dynamic process. This report is an 
overview of the new initiatives, activities, and procedures that our resort 
undertakes to achieve higher sustainability goals. The key policies help us to set 
more ambitious objectives for the coming year, reviewed and brought forward by 
the Environmental Committee, who oversees a continuous evaluation of the 
ongoing process to implement the changes required to reach our goals.    
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Environmental Calendar: 
 

January 2022: 

9th January: Kuramathi Maldives Environmental Committee meeting. A monthly meeting with the 
participation of 15 Head of Departments to further discuss and improve the Sustainability plan of the 
Resort.   

10th January: Ghost net found at Fan Reef dive site. Removed and reported to ORP for research.  

25th January: TraveLife audit – once again, Kuramathi Maldives is awarded with the Gold Certification for 
the next 2 years. 

February 2022:  

13th February: Reef Survey – pre-bleaching assessment. Between 3rd and 13th February several reef health 
surveys were done at the dive sites Three Palms (depth: 1m, 5m, 10m) and Caves (depth: 10m). Simple 
Point Intercept Transects (PIT) based on ReefCheck method and transect photo quadrats (PQ) were done 
at each site following the NCRMF (National Coral Reef Monitoring Framework) protocols as a baseline for 
a potential coral bleaching event later this year. 

     

21st February: an injured Grey Heron was found by F&B team. The resort doctor amputated one leg and 
the bird is now recovering. 

March 2022: 

2nd March: Ghost net found near Athiri Deck. Removed and reported to ORP for research. 

3rdMarch: World Wildlife Day 

On 20 December 2013, at its 68th session, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) proclaimed 3 
March – the day of signature of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 
Fauna and Flora (CITES) in 1973 – as UN World Wildlife Day to celebrate and raise awareness of the world’s 
wild animals and plants. 

This year, World Wildlife Day (WWD) has been celebrated under the theme “Recovering key species for 
ecosystem restoration”. 

In Kuramathi we celebrated with an afternoon and evening of awareness activities. 
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- A beach clean-up between Athiri Deck and Haruge restaurant. We collected litter from the beach 
and the forested area. 
A total of 12 mesh bags for garbage was collected. 

Participants: 10 guests + 5 team members 

    

- After the clean-up, Bageecha Kids Club joined us to create sand sculptures of endangered marine 
animals and for a coconut tasting. 

Participants: 16 guests + 6 team members 

   

- Presentation: ‘Recovering key species for ecosystem restoration’ at the Eco Centre. 
We talked about the different endangered marine animals in the Maldives. 
Participants: 2 guests + 2 team members 
 
- Documentary screening: ‘Puff – wonders of the Reef’ at the Eco Centre. 

20th March: Kuramathi Maldives Environmental Committee meeting. 

26th March: Earth Hour. Kuramathi Maldives took part in this international event shutting down all lights 
and ACs for 1 hour.  

29th March: Coral Bleaching Assessment Training Seminar. The Eco Centre took part in a webinar 
organised by the Maldivian Marine Research Institute (MMRI), regarding survey techniques to assess 
potential coral bleaching in April and May. Surveys should be done twice annually before a bleaching 
event in February/March and after in September/October/November. If NOAA’s bleaching forecast for 
the area changes to ‘Alert Level1’ additional surveys should be done during the ‘Alert Level 1’ time. 
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April 2022: 

7th April: Meeting with the Ministry of Environment and the Ministry of Tourism (Government of the 
Maldives) for the ongoing process to recognize Kuramathi house reef, and the house reefs of 12 other 
resorts, as Marine Protected Areas.  

11th April: A big ghost net conglomerate (total 10 nets) was found drifting near BoduAshi. It was towed 
back to Kuramathi, removed, and reported to ORP for research.  

     

14th April: Online meeting with the Ministry of Environment and the Ministry of Tourism (Government 
of the Maldives) and the IUCN about the ongoing process to recognize Kuramathi house reef, and the 
house reefs of other resorts, as OECMs (‘Other effective area-based conservation measures’). 

20th to 22ndApril: Earth Week  

Kuramathi Maldives took part in Earth Week 2022: “Invest in our Planet” with several different events: a 
snorkel clean-up, a special presentation, a guided visit to the Hydroponic Garden followed by coconut 
tasting, and a documentary screening in the evening. All to inspire our guests and followers towards the 
conservation of our natural environment.  

20thApril: Snorkel clean-up on our Table Coral Reef, regularly visited by snorkelers and divers, to 
remove abandoned fishing lines from the corals. We collected 2 mesh bags full of garbage. 

Participation: 5 team members and 5 guests 
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21stApril: Hydroponic Garden Tour and Coconut tasting 
guided by the Eco Centre team and the Hydro culturist. 
Guests learned about different herbs, salads, and fruits 
grown on our island, and the functioning of our hydroponics 
garden. The event was topped up with a coconut tasting 
experience. 

Participations: 15 guests 

 

 22ndApril: EARTH DAY 2022 

- Back-of-house tour (cancelled due to heavy rain). 
- Presentation: ‘Invest in our Planet’ at the Eco 

Centre, about different way to fight climate 
change. 

- Documentary screening at Sand Bar: 
‘David Attenborough: A life on our planet’. 

 

May 2022: 

3rd May: A big ghost net Fish Aggregating Device (FAD) was found drifting near BoduAshi. It was towed 
back to Kuramathi, removed, and reported to ORP for research. 

   

21st May: meeting with Resident Manager Mr. Shameem about the ongoing process to recognize 
Kuramathi house reef as OECM (‘Other effective area-based conservation measures’). 

22nd May: Kuramathi Maldives Environmental Committee meeting. 
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June 2022: 

5th June: World Environment Day 

50 years after the 1972 Stockholm Conference our planet and the nature that used to thrive on it are in 
emergency mode. The 2022 campaign for World Environment Day wants us to celebrate the planet 
through collective environmental action, and here at Kuramathi Maldives we did our part with a full day 
of awareness activities. 

- Back-of-the-house tour guided by our Chief Engineer, to share in which ways Kuramathi 
Maldives is reducing the impact of its operations on the environment. We visited the Powerhouse, 
Waste Segregation Area, Water and Sewage Treatment Plant, Bottling Plant, Hydroponic Gardens. 
 
Participants: 1 guests + 2 team members 
 
- Tree planting in the Nature Trail. Planting a tree is always a good idea. Trees give off oxygen, 
they reduce which reduces erosion and the effects of flooding, many species of wildlife depend 
on trees for habitat, and they provide food, protection, and homes for many birds and mammals. 
It seems only right to celebrate trees on World Environment Day. With team effort we manage to 
plant 10 trees of 8 different kinds (coconut palm, guava, mango, banana, tomato, curry leaves, 
Indian gooseberry).  
 
Participants: 5 guests + 4 team members 
 

   
 
- Sandbank clean-up. Our environment gives us so 
much and ask nothing back, but we managed to 
destroy and pollute it. One thing we can do to help 
is remove as much waste as possible from all 
natural areas, where it shouldn’t be. On this day, 
we managed to collect 5 full bags of plastic waste, 
fishing lines, and all sorts.  
 
Participants: 5 guests + 4 team members 
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8th June: World Ocean Day 

The ocean sustains, supports, and connects us all, but its health is at a tipping point. It is only with a 
collective effort that we will be able to do something about it. We need to create a balance with the ocean 
that will not deplete its resources but instead restore its beauty and vitality. Here at Kuramathi Maldives 
we organised an afternoon and evening of awareness activities. 

- Diving and snorkelling clean-up. In only one hour we 
manage to collect 12 mesh bags full of waste found in the 
waters around the resort, together with ropes, wood, 
fishing lines, metal, pipes, and even an old anchor. This was 
only possible thanks to the record number of participants. 
That’s the collective effort we were talking about! 
 
Participants: 45 guests + 37 team members 
 

    
 

- Presentation: ‘Coral Reefs of the Maldives’ at the Eco Centre, an introduction on coral reefs and 
why they are so important and to be protected, with specific regards to the Maldives. 
 
Participants: 45 guests + 37 team members 
 
- Documentary screening at Sand Bar: ‘Earth: One Amazing Day’. 
 

15th June: A big ghost net conglomerate was found near Genburugau lagoon (North Ari atoll) during a 
snorkelling excursion. The net was reported to the neighbouring resort Gangehi Island Resort which took 
care of the retrieval in the coming days. 

25th June: Kuramathi Maldives Environmental Committee meeting. 

July 2022: 

11th July: Kuramathi Maldives Environmental Committee meeting. 

03rd July: World Plastic Bag Free Day.  

Plastic bags are an all-time symbol of the plastic pollution problem that threatens our ocean and coastal 
areas, as well as the inlands. On World Plastic Bag Free Day, we took the chance to raise awareness 
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on the topic and turn the tide on pollution by joining hands against single use plastics. We arranged a 
Back-of-the-house tour in the morning, to show our guests how we operate a self-sustaining island, and 
have a behind-the scenes look at how sustainably co-exist with our environment. The back-of-the-house 
tour was followed by a special presentation at the Eco Centre, hold by our Eco Centre Coordinator: 'A Chat 
on Plastic Pollution’. For the afternoon, we organised a Beach Clean-up Competition on Madivaru desert 
island, but the event had to be cancelled due to stormy weather and heavy rain. 

Participants: 10 guests 

 

 

 

 

 

14th July: Shark Awareness Day  

As apex predators, at the top of the food chain, sharks are key to keep our oceans healthy, yet they are 
the most misunderstood creatures and very vulnerable to threats. On this day, we took the opportunity 
to dispel the stigma surrounding sharks and learn about ways we can protect them. 

- Shark Conservation Expo. To highlight sharks’ 
plight and the various conservation efforts to 
preserve their species. 
 

- Presentation: ‘Shark Biology and ID’ by our 
resident Marine Biologist in collaboration 
with the resort diving centre Rasdhoo Divers. 

Participants: 30 guests 

- Shark ID Snorkelling (postponed to 16th July due to rough seas). 

Participants: 28 guests 

- Documentary screening at Sand Bar: ‘ENVOY: Shark Cull’ 

Participants: 15 guests 
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August 2022 

27th July to 26th August: Corporate Social Responsibility and Sustainability Training for all Team Members. 

From 2021 onwards the Eco 
Centre staff is responsible of the 
resort CSR Training, compulsory 
for all workers to attend once a 
year. The Training illustrates and 
trains the Team Members on 
Kuramathi’s sustainability policies. 

Participants: almost 500 Team Members 

5th to 9th August:  Preliminary Survey for Coral Propagation project with Ms. Tess Moriarty (SALT Marine 
Conservation). To start our own Coral Propagation project on the right 
foot, we partnered with the NGO SALT Marine Conservation and hired a 
Reef Restoration Consultant, Ms. Tess Moriarty. The goal of this 
collaboration was to gain better understanding of Kuramathi house reef, 
if and where it would benefit from a reef restoration project, and how to 
carry on the said project (e.g. which coral species to use, what kind of 
approach would be best, tools and materials required). 

13th August: Ghost net found washed up on our Watersports beach. It was removed and reported to ORP 
for research purposes. 

13th and 14th August: Maldives Marine Science Symposium 2022. 

Our resident Marine Biologist and Eco Centre Coordinator participated in 
the fourth edition of the Maldives Marine Science Symposium, organised 
by the Maldives Marine Research Institute, and held in Male, Maldives’. 

Researchers from all around the world met 
to consolidate and share findings of 
research activities recently conducted in 
the Maldives. The main topics covered in 
this edition were Fisheries and 
Management, Corals and Coral 
Restoration, Seagrass and Mangroves, 
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Marine Megafauna, Reef Ecology and Plastic Pollution, focusing on sustainable utilization and 
conservation of our marine resources.  

31st August: Kuramathi Eco Centre in collaboration with the Human Resources department presented a 
new initiative: the Thimaaveshi Team Member award, a reward program for Team Members that put a 
special effort towards sustainability and show interest and enthusiasm in joining the resort on greener 
business operations. 

September 2022: 

7th September: Kuramathi Maldives Environmental Committee meeting. 

11th September: the Eco Centre Team attended Noo Raajje Ocean Use Survey (OUS) webinar. Noo Raajje 
is an initiative from the Government of the Maldives in partnership with the Blue Prosperity Coalition, and 
they invited all tourism industry stakeholders to participate in the Maldives Ocean Use Survey, the largest 
of its kind in the world and a mapping exercise that seeks to map our collective ocean uses, to assist in 
creating the first ever Marine Spatial Plan of the Maldives.  

17th September: World Manta Day. 

The Maldives is home to the world’s biggest manta ray 
population and on the occasion of World Manta Day we 
wanted to celebrate these amazing creatures with activities 
that shed light on their biology, ecology, and raise awareness 
on their conservation.  

- Snorkelling with Manta Rays. We organised a special 
snorkelling excursion to North Ari Atoll, to visit some 
lagoons that are well-known manta areas. 

Participants: 28 guests + 2 team members 

- Presentation: ‘Majestic Manta Rays’ held by our Marine Biologist and ID-the-Manta Bingo. Did 
you know that the black spots on every manta’s belly create a unique pattern? We can use it to 
tell different individuals apart, like fingerprints for humans, and we can ID atolls' resident mantas 
by matching belly pictures with our regional branchial gallery. Can you ID them fast enough to win 
this Bingo? 

Participants: 16 guests 
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18th to 20th September: Clean-up the World Weekend. 

For the 29th edition of Clean-up the World Weekend we celebrated once again these few days that unites 
communities all around the world with a common focus to protect the environment. Here at Kuramathi 
Maldives we engaged guests, staff, and the local community in different kind of activities over the course 
of three days, to raise awareness over environmental issues such as waste mismanagement and do our 
share to help. Don’t be part of the problem, be part of the solution! 

- Diving and Snorkelling Clean-Up. With a double effort, on the surface and 
underwater, we managed to collect many mesh bags full of waste of all 
kinds: ropes, fishing lines, plastic, aluminium cans, metal bars, old tires, and 
much more. 
 

- Documentary screening at Sand Bar: ‘A Plastic Ocean’. 
 

- Main Staff Area Clean-up. Many of our colleagues decided to join this 
clean-up event and play their part in a cleaner world! In only half an hour 
we collected 20 mesh bags worth of trash. 

 
- Presentation: ‘Plastic Pollution’ at the Eco Centre, an overview on the plastic pollution issue and 

how it affects us and our oceans. 
 
- Beach Clean-up. Cloudy weather did not stop us in our cleaning venture, and we were able to 

finish Clean-up the World Weekend 2022 with an extensive clean-up of our sandbank, focusing 
especially on microplastics. 

Participants: 26 guests + 52 team members (over the three days) 

23rd September: Reef Survey - Post-bleaching assessment. 

Once again, we conducted the bi-annual survey of our House 
Reef, to assess reef health and conditions pre and post potential 
bleaching events, often happening in May or June, on a smaller 
or larger scale. This time we surveyed the dive site Three Palm 
(depth: 1m, 5m, 10m) and Caves (depth: 10m) with simple Point 
Intercept Transects (PIT) using the ReefCheck method and Photo 
Quadrats (PT), following the National Coral Reef Monitoring 
Framework (NCRMF) protocol. To keep consistency, the sites and 
techniques are the same in all surveys. 
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October 2022: 

2nd October: Kuramathi Maldives Environmental Committee meeting. 

5th October: Team Members Training. In view of the new Whaleshark Discovery snorkelling excursion 
(coming in 2023) we organised and held a specific training for involved staff: Aquasport and Excursions, 
and Launch Section. 

7th October: Madivaru Clean-up with Alif Alif Atoll Education 
Centre. The reef around A.A. Madivaru uninhabited island is a 
marine protected area under Environmental Protection Agency 
of Maldives and, therefore, it is especially important to keep the 
island itself clean and clear of plastic and other kind of waste. In 
collaboration with Rasdhoo A.A. Education Centre we conducted 
a big clean-up of the picnic island and collected almost 100% of 
the waste found on the island. Thank you to all the children and 
teachers that joined us on this clean-up adventure. 

14th October: World Environmental Education Day with Alif Alif Atoll Education Centre. 

It is on such important occasion that we were happy to restart our Education Program with A.A. Education 
Centre. For this special event we organised a series of 
activities with the school children and teachers, including a 
back-of-the-house tour of our Resort with presentation 
and introduction by our resident Marine Biologist and Eco 
Centre Coordinator. Our goals for this whole Education 
Program are to highlight the importance of developing 
educational action - to change the perception of human 
relationships with the environment, attitudes, individual 

and collective behaviours - to make people conscious protagonists of a change towards more 
environmentally friendly, liveable, and equitable societies. We would like to inspire the younger 
generation to make conscious choices about their 
future, from an environmental but also a social point 
of view. And that is where our HR and Executive Teams 
come into play, with a thoughtfully designed Career 
Guidance Program. We hope that this collaboration 
can thrive and keep going forward for much longer, 
and why not, involve other schools in the future too. 
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22nd to 29th October:  Junior Marine Biologist program. A first, very successful attempt at a new Junior 
Marine Biologist program. The program includes attendance to snorkelling excursions, marine biology 
classes, and in-water practical activities such as coral restoration, reef conditions monitoring, megafauna 
monitoring and IDing. The program will soon be available to book upon reservation for all interested 
children and teenagers and their families, stay tuned! 

27th October: Book launch event of 'Kuramathi Quick Guide to Plants in the Maldives' by Dr. Shafia 
Aminath and Dr. Chanaka Talpahewa.  

The book includes valuable scientific and cultural information about terrestrial flora in the Maldives, plant 
species that can be all found in our resort. The content of the book is accompanied by mesmerizing hand 
painted illustrations, by an empowering group of all local women artists. The event was attended by 
Former President and Speaker of Peoples’ Majlis, His Excellency President Nasheed, the Board Director of 
Universal Resorts Mr. Ali Noordeen, Honourable Members of Parliament, and Councillors of Rasdhoo. The 
Chairman of Universal Resorts Mr. Mohamed Umar Manik also joined as our guest of honour, sharing 
precious insights and thoughts over video message. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



15 | P a g e  
 

November 2022: 

10th November: Thundi Staff Area Clean-up. Another team members’ clean-up event in one of the resort’s 
staff areas. It was very successful and real fun, thanks to all that joined! 

Participants: 31 team members 

 

11th November: Hydroponics Garden visit with Alif Alif Atoll Education Centre. 

This time we were happy to host grade 3 students and show them around 
our Hydroponics Garden, as part of the ‘Agriculture’ section of their 
‘Dhivehi language’ course. Our hydroponics team was ready to answer all 
sort of questions and students also had the opportunity to taste some of 
the produce grown there including cherry tomatoes, edible flowers, and 
fresh coconuts from Kuramathi's palm trees of course. To end the 
afternoon in the sweetest way, we all enjoyed a yummy cake prepared 
especially for the students, on the occasion of Maldives Republic Day. The class then received a copy of 
the newly published book ‘Kuramathi Quick Guide to Plants in the Maldives’ by Dr. Shafia Aminath and 
Dr. Chanaka Talpahewa, as a symbol of this growing collaboration and with the hope that the guide can 
be useful for all students and teachers, now and in the future. 

24th and 25th November: EMP Survey for Coral Propagation project with ESPLAN. As corals are protected 
animals under the Maldives government law, certain permits are required to handle them in projects such 
as coral propagation. In order to obtain the said permits an Environmental Management Plan (EMP) must 
be conducted and submitted to the Maldives’ Environmental Protection Agency. 
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30th November: First Thimaaveshi Team Members Awards. 

 

 

December 2022: 

03rd and 04th December: IMTM Sustainable Tourism Forum. Our resident Marine Biology was called to 
attend the third edition of the Sustainable Tourism Forum by the International Maldives Travel Market 
(IMTM). This event brought together stakeholders of the tourism industry to share knowledge, 
experiences, and ideas in a conversation on the future of sustainability of Maldives tourism, on its 
environmental as well as socio-economical aspects. The Forum, which was very engaging and inspiring, 
and left us with bright hopes for the future of the tourism in the Maldives. 

10th December: Kuramathi Maldives Environmental Committee meeting. 

26th December: A Ghost Net was found entangled on the reef in Caves, it was removed and reported to 
ORP for research purposes. 

 

 

 



17 | P a g e  
 

Environmental Projects by the Eco Centre 
 

All the Eco Centre duties are structured in 5 main projects: 

 

1. Environmental education 
 

2. Marine Life Monitoring 
 

3. Water Conditions Monitoring 
 

4. Coral Conservation Program 
 

5. Plastic out of our Oceans  

 

Find more about them and our achievements in the following pages.  
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1. ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 
 

OBJECTIVE: 
Environmental education is the key stone of Kuramathi Eco Centre. Rising awareness on the Maldivian 
environment is the best way to ensure its conservation. Someone once said: “In the end we will conserve 
only what we love, we will love only what we understand, and we will understand only what we are 
taught”. Our work with guests (adults and kids), Kuramathi team members, and local school students aims 
to bring knowledge about the Maldivian environment, both terrestrial and marine, and consciousness 
about the threats that these fragile ecosystems are facing.  
 

OUR ACHIEVEMENTS: 
The Eco Centre offers environmental education to island guests, team members and local school students.  
 

Environmental education with GUESTS:  

Guests that visit Kuramathi can obtain an enriched experience taking part in our educational activities: 
 
§ Snorkelling excursions: 

Our guests can about marine life in situ during snorkelling trips guided by the Eco Centre team, four 
times a week. We keep our snorkelling excursions as sustainable as possible, making sure that our 
water activities do not disturb or damage the marine ecosystem, and we use the occasion to raise 
awareness with our guests. One of these trips takes us to North Ari Atoll, where we have the best 
chances at spotting Manta Rays. Our success rate is as good as 80%. 

 
§ Evening Marine Biology Talks: Three times a week the Eco 

Centre team holds short presentations regarding marine 
biology, ecology, and conservation, with specific regards to 
the Maldives. It is the perfect opportunity for guests to ask 
questions about all things oceans. 
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§ Bageecha Kids Club: Every Tuesday kids aged 3-12 from our Bageecha Kids club visit the Eco Centre 
to learn about the marine world trough games, presentations, and workshops. 
 

     
 

 
§ Plankton Open Laboratory: 

Tuesday is Plankton Day in the Eco Centre. We begin our morning by taking 
a plankton sample during the Manta snorkel tour. Mantas love to eat 
plankton, so the locations where we see them are the best places to get a 
good plankton sample using the Eco Centre plankton net. This net has very 
small holes, trapping these microscopic, small organisms. During the 
afternoon, our laboratory is open to anyone who wishes to be a marine 
biologist for a day, spending some time observing plankton under the 
microscopes. The plankton sample is a microcosmos of life, so diverse and 
active, making us wonder how many natural wonders escape our eyes.  
But plankton is not alone, sometimes we also find microplastics and microfibers in our samples, 
reminding us that plastic is omnipresent. It is the responsibility of all of us to be part of the solution, 
not the pollution.  
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Environmental Education with Kuramathi Team Members:  

From 2022 onwards the Eco Centre collaborates with the Human Resources and takes care of the 
Sustainability and Corporate Social Responsibility Training for all resort’s team members. The training is 
about Key Policies and how Kuramathi takes care of the environment, local communities, and our 
employees, and it is compulsory for all resort’s workers. We also discuss our sustainability goals and how 
team members can help us to achieve them.  
Furthermore, many awareness events are conducted throughout the year for team members too. 
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Environmental Education with Local School students:  

Unfortunately, during the COVID-19 pandemic the movement between 
islands was very restricted. For that reason, all activities, and visits of local 
school children to Kuramathi have been cancelled. Luckily, from 
September 2022 we were able to invite school children from neighbouring 
local islands to the Eco Centre again, and we did not waste time! 
By the end of 2022 we already conducted one clean-up event and two 
awareness and education events, reaching out to a total of 60+ students, 
age 8-16, and 10+ teachers and supervisors. 

We can’t wait to continue this collaboration, involving different schools and more students in the future. 
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2. MARINE LIFE MONITORING 
 

OBJECTIVE: 
A key part of any environmental conservation 
effort is to gather knowledge about the 
ecosystem and the species that we are aiming 
to protect. The more we know about them, the 
better we will be able to make more informed 
decisions towards their conservation.  

 
OUR ACHIEVEMENTS: 
Our Marine Life Monitoring Program: 3 
collaborations with local and international 
NGOs and charities, and a project of our own.  

 

Manta ID with Manta Trust:  
About Manta Trust (mantatrust.org): Formed in 
2005, the Maldivian Manta Ray Project (MMRP) 
is the founding project of the Manta Trust. It 
consists of a country-wide network of dive 
instructors, biologists, communities, and tourism 
operators, with roughly a dozen MMRP staff 
based across several atolls.  

The MMRP collects data around the country’s 
manta population, its movements, and how the 
environment and tourism/ human interactions 
affect them. Since its inception, the project has 
identified over 5,500 different individual reef manta rays (Mobula alfredi), from more than 70,000 photo-
ID sightings. This makes the Maldivian reef manta population the largest and one of the most intensively 
studied in the world. 
 
Our contribution: we collaborate with the Manta Trust by submitting Manta ID photographs and all data 
about our every encounter. Moreover, we raise awareness with our guests on Manta Rays conservation 
during each snorkelling excursion and marine biology presentation.  
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Kuramathi Eco Centre submitted 137 Manta ID pictures in 2022: 
of those, 4 were newly identified individuals! 

      

      

 
Maldivian Whale Shark Research Programme (MWSRP): 
About Maldives Whale Shark Research Programme (https://maldiveswhalesharkresearch.org/): 
The MWSRP was founded with the purpose of 
understanding the population dynamics of whale sharks in 
the Maldives and how this information fits into the species’ 
existence in the wider world. 
It initially began as a scientific expedition in 2006, and 
then the MWSRP has grown to become the only long-
term organisation dedicated to study the iconic, yet 
vulnerable whale shark species in the Maldives. 
In 2009, their work on the core habitats of this species 
helped provide the baseline data needed for the creation 
of the Maldives largest protected area- the South Ari 
Marine Protected Area (SAMPA).  
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The MWSRP collects data around the country's whale shark population, its movements, and how the 
environment and human interactions affect them. Since its inception, the project has identified over 570 
different individual whale sharks (Rhincodon typus) from more than 8,000 photo-ID sightings.  
 
Our contribution: we collaborate with the MWSRP by submitting Whale Sharks ID photographs and all 
data about our every encounter. Moreover, we raise awareness with our guests on sharks’ conservation 
during each snorkelling excursion and marine biology presentation.  

 
Kuramathi Eco Centre submitted 4 Whale Shark ID pictures in 2022: 

of those, 1 was a newly identified individual! 

   
 

Maldives Turtle ID with the Olive Ridley Project and Marine Savers: 
About the Maldives Turtle ID (oliveridleyproject.org; marinesavers.com):  
To create effective conservation strategies for sea turtles, we need to 
fill the gaps in scientific knowledge. We need reliable information to 
study the population structures, distribution, habitat use, and 
migration pattern of all sea turtle species, as well as the threats they 
face and where they face them. 

The main goal of the Sea Turtle Photo Identification & Monitoring 
Project is to establish an estimated inventory of Maldivian sea turtles. The identification of individuals 
within a population is the preliminary step taken in the ecological study of a species. The Maldives 
National Database currently holds more than 5,000 individually identified Hawksbill and Green Sea 
Turtles. 

 
Our contribution: we collaborate with the Olive Ridley Project and 
Marine Savers by submitting Turtle ID photographs and all data 
about our every encounter. Moreover, we raise awareness with our 
guests on Sea Turtles conservation during each snorkelling excursion 
and marine biology presentation.  
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Kuramathi Eco Centre submitted 160 Turtle ID pictures in 2022: 

of those, 38 were newly identified individuals! 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Ghost Nets report with Olive Ridley Project: 

About Olive Ridley Project (oliveridleyproject.org): The Olive Ridley Project (ORP) is on a mission to 
protect sea turtles and their habitats through rescue and rehabilitation, education and outreach, and 
scientific research. Entanglement of Sea turtles and other marine life in Ghosts nets (abandoned, lost, or 
discarded fishing nets) is an important threat that ORP is trying to address. When we retrieve a Ghost Net, 
we report its characteristics to ORP. With these information they can trace back from where the fishing 
nets are coming, to tackle the problem at its origin. 
 
Our contribution in 2022:   
10th January: 1 ghost net found near Fan Reef dive site. Retrieved and reported; 
2nd March: 1 ghost net found in Kuramathi lagoon, near Athiri Deck. Retrieved and reported; 
11th April: a conglomerate of 10 different nets ropes and buoys was found near Bodu Ashi. Retrieved and 
reported; 
3rd May: 1 ghost net Fish Aggregating Device (FAD) found near Bodu Ashi. Retrieved and reported. 
15th June: a big ghost net conglomerate found near Genburugau lagoon (North Ari atoll) during a 
snorkelling excursion. Reported to the neighbouring resort Gangehi Island Resort which took care of the 
retrieval in the coming days. 
13th August: 1 ghost net found on our Watersports beach. Retrieved and reported. 
26th December: A Ghost Net was found entangled on the reef in Caves, it was removed and reported to 
ORP for research purposes. 

Shelly the turtlelina (GR1349) 
Green Sea Turtle 
Madivaru, 10 th  April 2022 

Ted (HK5107) 
Hawksbill Sea Turtle 
Veligandu East, 10 thApril 2022 
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3. WATER CONDITIONS MONITORING 
 

OBJECTIVES: 
Stressful conditions for corals, such as a warmer seawater temperature, can result in coral bleaching. 
When the water is too hot corals expel the algae symbiont living in their tissue (spp. Zooxanthellae) 
causing the complete loss of colour. When the temperature stays warm too long the coral eventually dies 
of starvation, as those algae would normally provide them with 90% of their daily energy intake. This is a 
natural and cyclical process, recently unfortunately enhanced by climate change. We cannot prevent coral 
bleaching, but we can monitor it and study it for better understanding.  
In 2014 Kuramathi Eco Centre placed eight temperature loggers at different depths (1m, 10m, and 20m) 
in our House Reef: 3 in the lagoon, 3 near snorkelling channel 3, and 2 close to the Eco Centre jetty. 
Six light intensity loggers were also placed at 1m, 5m, and 10m in the lagoon and near snorkelling channel 
3. In December 2021 all loggers were replaced with new ones; they are now maintained weekly and 
retrieved every 6 months to record data. 
 

OUR ACHIEVEMENTS: 
Our loggers where able to record the change of temperature during the massive bleaching event which 
occurred in May 2016. See it marked on the graphs as green rectangles.  
In Kuramathi Eco Centre we believe that networking is the only way to significantly contribute to 
environmental conservation. For that reason, we are always happy to contribute to other research 
projects with our temperature data.  
This year, our data was sent to Ms. Tess Moriarty, a biologist that is writing a scientific paper about the 
2016 and 2020 coral bleaching in the Maldives. 

 
OUR DATA 
See the map with the location of the different temperature loggers and the graphs with some of our data 
recorded since 2014. Marked in green are the peak temperatures that triggered Coral Bleaching events 
during the second El Niño heatwave, between April and May 2016. 
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4. CORAL CONSERVATION PROGRAM 
 

OBJECTIVE: 
Snorkelling along Kuramathi coral reef is one of the best activities to do on the island. But coral reefs are 
fragile ecosystems, which are easily impacted by human presence. All actions within this program aim to 
minimize local impact on coral reefs due to snorkel activities, and to ensure a safe snorkel experience for 
our guests and the environment.  

 
OUR ACHIEVEMENTS: 
Snorkelling Channels:  
12 snorkelling channels have been established around the House Reef of Kuramathi. These are cleared 
paths that facilitate access to the outer reef for snorkelers during high tide. The live coral colonies 
removed from these areas have been repurposed on coral nurseries and eventually transplanted 
somewhere else on the House Reef. Life rings are located along the reef edge to provide a place to rest 
for tired snorkelers.  
The Eco Centre oversees the maintenance of these infrastructures to ensure safety for the coral reef and 
the snorkelers. 

 

Reef Safe Sunscreen:  
Some components in our sunscreens are highly toxic for coral 
reefs. Researchers estimate that 4,000 to 6,000 metric tons of 
sunscreen washes off from swimmers annually into out oceans 
worldwide. Up to 10% of coral reefs are threatened by sunscreen-
induced bleaching. 
Our guests can find reef safe sunscreen in our boutique shops 
around the island.  

 

Safe Snorkelling briefings:  
Kuramathi guests are regularly reminded of the best ways 
to conduct a sustainable snorkelling. 
During the day they are free to have a look at the ‘Safe 
Snorkelling’ video always running on the Eco Centre 
television, in different languages. Also, before every 
snorkelling excursion the guides will brief the participants 
with the proper code of conduct to follow during their time 
in the water and best practices for megafauna encounters 
(e.g. turtles, rays, sharks).  
Regarding snorkelling on Kuramathi House Reef specifically, we suggest snorkelers on where to go and 
when, as it’s best to cross the abovementioned snorkelling channels in the 2 hours before and after high 
tide. Tide charts are always available for consultation at the Eco Centre.  
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Coral Bleaching Assessment:  
To assess yearly coral bleaching events, we conduct coral reef surveys using Point Intercept Transects 
(PITs) and transect Photo Quadrats (PQs). There standardized survey protocols are used to assess reef 
health before and after a bleaching event, they were first created by the National Coral Reef Monitoring 
Framework Protocols (NCRMF) and are now widely used in the Maldives as well as worldwide.  
The surveys are conducted just before and just after an expected bleaching event: in February/ March 
and in September/October/November, each year. During the same survey, and using the same surveying 
techniques, we also record benthic composition data to estimate the Live Hard Coral Coverage % of 
these areas. Doing so, we can get a more thorough view and understanding of the conditions of our 
House Reef and how they change overtime. 

     
 

Updated achievements of RASP: in 2022, we conducted 8 coral surveys in Kuramathi House Reef, pre and 
post potential bleaching events, actually noticing a very good improvement in reef health conditions. 

Site Site Name Depth (m) Date (DD.MM.YYYY) % Live Hard Coral 
coverage 

3 Three Palms 1 03.02.2022 44 
3 Three Palms 5 07.02.2022 38 
3 Three Palms 10 06.02.2022 30 
4 Caves 10 13.02.2022 69 
3 Three Palms 1 23.09.2022 59 
3 Three Palms 5 23.09.2022 72 
3 Three Palms 10 23.09.2022 49 
4 Caves 10 23.09.2022 79 

 
 

 

  

Location of the surveys conducted (sites). 

Hard Coral
60%

Rock
26%

Rubble
12%

Sand
2%

Reef Composition | Kuramathi House Reef 
(September 2022) 
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5. PLASTIC OUT OF OUR OCEANS 
 

OBJECTIVE: 
Dispersed plastic garbage is one of the biggest environmental threats, and the Maldives as small islands 
country, are especially vulnerable to it. For the small land areas and the fragility of the ecosystems, plastic 
litter is a great challenge for this country. 

Our 3 key objectives are: REDUCE, RECYCLE & CLEANUP.  

OUR ACHIEVEMENTS: 
REDUCE: To reduce single use plastics in our operation is one of the points of Kuramathi sustainability 
plan. The Eco Centre is part of the Environmental Committee of the island, gathering information about 
new solutions and providing advice to achieve the sustainability goals of our Island.  

RECYCLE: Proper waste disposal is another important point in Kuramathi’s 
Sustainability plan. In collaboration with ‘Parley for the Oceans’ 
(www.parley.tv), Kuramathi has been able to upcycle the remining part of 
single-use plastics we use. We are collecting our recyclables in code 
numbered jumbo bags (1000l capacity) provided by Parley. We send full 
jumbo bags periodically to Male, where Parley for the oceans collects them 
and arranges the transfer to recycling plants. 

CLEAN-UP: An astonishing 80% of the marine litter originates from land-based activities. Most of the 
countries in South Asia don’t have proper waste disposal systems, therefore a big part of its garbage ends 
up in the ocean. The Maldives, located in the middles of the Indian Ocean, acts as a barrier intercepting 
some of the marine litter drifting with the currents on its way to the Indian Ocean garbage patch. 
Kuramathi Eco Centre organizes marine and beach clean-ups with our team members and guests. Clean-
up activities help us preserve our pristine environment, but also raises awareness, and are a great team-
building activity. 

Date Type of clean-up Location Participants Litter collected 

3rdMarch 2022 Beach Athiri Deck to Haruge 15 12 mesh bags 

20thApril 2022 Snorkelling  Dive site: Caves 10 2 mesh bags + fishing lines 

5th June 2022 Beach Kuramathi Sandbank 11 5 mesh bags 

8th June 2022 Snorkelling Watersports to Haruge 55 5 mesh bags + ropes, fishing lines 

8th June 2022 Diving House Reef 27 7 mesh bags + metal bars and pipes 

18th September 2022 Snorkelling  House Reef 8 4 mesh bags + ropes 

18th September 2022 Diving House Reef 18 4 mesh bags + tire 

19th September 2022 Staff area Main 45 20 mesh bags 

20th September 2022 Beach Kuramathi Sandbank 6 1 mesh bag (microplastics) 

7th October 2022 Beach Madivaru island 25 15 mesh bags 

10th November 2022 Staff area Thundi 31 8 mesh bags 
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Sustainability Achievement by Kuramathi Maldives in 2022: 
 

Energy consumption 
Approximate energy consumption for year 2022 was 15,217,887.05 kWh.  
This is approximately 138 kWh per occupied room with an average occupancy of 83.5 
percent. 
 
 

Water consumption  
Approximate water consumption for year 2022 was 295,381 cubic meters. 
This is approximately 2,680 litre of water per occupied room with an average occupancy 
of 83.5 percent. 
 
 

Waste management 
- replacement of Styrofoam takeaway containers with paper-based biodegradable ones 
(mainly used for sick/quarantined guests and team members); 
- introduction of glass bottles for soft drinks in the rooms and on boats to reduce the 
amount of plastic waste produced. 
- renovation of garbage bins signage around the island to make waste sorting, and 
eventually waste recycling, more straightforward and successful. 

- 1,448 kg of compost produced by repurposing wet waste and used in our gardens. 
- 419,374 litre of drinking water produced by our bottling plant to avoid further use of plastic water bottles 
and, eventually, the production of more plastic waste. 
 
Local community 

Being based on a separate island, our immediate local community includes our 
neighbouring inhabited islands Rasdhoo, Thoddoo (Rasdhoo atoll) and to an extent also 
Ukulhas (North Ari atoll). Additional to that we do consider Male’ as well – as we often 
support/organise events with specific communities and individual 

   schools.  

Here are some of our key social initiatives:  

• Purchasing of fruits and vegetables from Thoddoo. Their supply boat will deliver island grown fruits and 
vegetables for us on a weekly basis for an average of USD 250,000 per year.  
• Assistance with various community projects including financial help on waste management, mosque 
maintenance and awarding resort projects to local companies.  
• Purchasing of fish from local fishermen of Rasdhoo on a regular basis.  
• Provisioning of upon-request medical services to Rasdhoo inhabitants from our Medical Centre. The 
Centre opens twice a day and equipped with a decompression chamber, 2 general practitioners and a 
diving medical officer. Medical attention is also provided to Kuramathi Maldives’s guests and staff 
members as well as guests of other resorts and safari boats. 
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Future Projects: 
Renew the coral reef restoration project aiming for better success rate and more guest’s involvement. 

Remove all single-use plastic products (including packaging) from the resort. 

Improve the extent of our collaboration with the main researchers, charities, and NGOs in the Maldives. 

Restart the Rasdhoo Atoll Survey Program (RASP) extending our reef survey efforts to other areas of 
Rasdhoo atoll: 4 sites around Kuramathi, one near Rasdhoo local island, Madivaru MPA, and one near 
Veligandu Resort. 

Switch, where possible, to more sustainable energy sources like solar and photovoltaic panels. 


